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not be at all right for Great Britain, with its alien
culture and tradition, to "represent" India: for such
"representation" cannot be otherwise than mis-
leading.
These facts, that I have thus mentioned in outline,
are far too little known in the West, whose horizon
is almost entirely bounded by Europe and whose
historical perspective rarely reaches as far as Asia.
Yet, since Asia comprises more than half the
population of the world, it is absurd to think in
terms of world peace while leaving out of sight this
other half of the human race.
Some of the outstanding facts are these. Owing
chiefly to the commanding eminence of Buddhist
thought, India remained for many centuries the
spiritual home of all the great minds of Asia. I can
still recall the wonder with which I saw some letters
of a Northern Indian dialect cut m stone on a
portico of a temple in Japan, which was built not
far from the shores of the Pacific Ocean. Only very
slowly are we beginning to learn how profound was
the impression that Indian culture made in lands
thousands of miles distant from her own borders.
We have authentic records of Buddhist pilgrims
who came over from China to the sacred land of
India to gain knowledge about the pure Buddhist
doctrine. They studied at Nalanda and Taxila,
which were universities crowded with eager scholars
searching for divine truth. Some of these Chinese
pilgrims have become famous in history; for they left
behind them, in their own language, profoundly in-